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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone  487. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1963,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Regulation 
15  (5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  1/64. 

During  the  year  110  residents  in  the  Rural  District  died  compared  with 
130  in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  of  10.7  deaths  per  1,000  population, 
which  has  been  adjusted  by  means  of  a  comparability  factor  which  enables 
the  rate  to  be  fairly  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole  or  with 
other  areas,  was  a  little  lower  than  both  the  County  and  National  rates. 

Seven  children  died  during  the  year.  In  the  case  of  five  of  these,  death 
occurred  within  the  first  few  days  after  birth  from  causes  such  as  gross 
prematurity  or  multiple  congenital  abnormalities.  A  five  months  old  child 
died  from  acute  nephritis  and  a  six  year  old  child  from  a  tumour. 

There  was  only  one  death  in  1963  attributed  to  a  motor  vehicle  accident, 
an  improvement  on  last  year’s  figure  of  four.  Three  other  accidental  deaths 
occurred;  a  tractor  accident,  and  two  deaths  of  elderly  women  from  exposure 
during  the  period  of  extremely  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1963,  adjusted  to  allow  for  population  structure, 
was  22-2,  higher  than  both  County  and  National  rates.  Eleven  of  these 
births  were  illegitimate,  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of  5-4%,  lower  than 
last  year’s  figure  of  7-3%. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  29-3,  compares  unfavourably  with  the  County 
and  National  rates  and  is  higher  than  last  year’s  figure  of  27*9.  However,  as 
demonstrated  in  last  year’s  Report,  rates  based  on  relatively  small  absolute 
numbers  can  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  and  too  much  significance 
should  not,  therefore,  be  attached  to  them. 

The  stillbirth  rate,  14-4  per  1,000  total  births,  is  a  little  higher  than  in 
1962,  but  again,  this  cannot  be  regarded  as  very  significant. 
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Of  the  231  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  by  practitioners  in  the 
area,  208  were  cases  of  measles.  The  dysentery  notifications  represent  two 
separate  situations;  a  certain  amount  of  gastro-enteritis  was  prevalent  in 
Aldbourne  but  bacteriological  investigations  failed  to  identify  a  specific 
responsible  organism,  and  a  small  family  outbreak  of  sonne  type  dysentery 
at  Broad  Hinton. 

The  four  food  poisoning  notifications  refer  to  a  family  outbreak  with 
symptoms  suggestive  of  this  disease,  but  investigations  failed  to  reveal  the 
nature  of  organism  involved.  In  addition,  notice  was  received  of  an  interest¬ 
ing  family  outbreak  of  3  cases  of  Salmonella  typhi-murium  infection  where 
the  conclusion  was  reached  that  the  patients  had  in  some  undetermined  way 
contracted  the  infection  from  infected  calves  on  their  farm. 

For  the  second  year  running  there  was  only  one  tuberculosis  notification, 
and  this  was  in  respect  of  a  glandular  infection  probably  of  many  years’ 
duration. 

Regarding  protection  against  infectious  diseases  by  immunisation,  I  am 
once  again  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying 
statistics  concerning  work  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and  Medical 
Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department  in  respect  of  residents  in  this 
district.  Diphtheria  immunisation  (combined  in  most  cases  with  protection 
against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus)  was  completed  in  61  of  the  205 
children  bom  during  the  year.  Some  of  these  children  would  be  too  young 
to  be  expected  to  have  had  a  complete  course  by  the  end  of  1963,  and  to 
obtain  some  idea  of  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  at  risk 
it  is  more  useful  to  consider  how  the  179  children  born  during  1962  have 
fared.  Of  these,  the  figures  suggest  that  53  had  a  complete  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  1962,  and  a  further  88  in  1963,  giving 
a  total  of  141,  that  is  79%  (no  account  of  such  factors  as  migration  or  infant 
mortality  has  been  taken  in  arriving  at  this  rough  estimate). 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  was  carried  out  almost  entirely  by  the 
use  of  an  oral  vaccine  during  the  year.  A  rough  estimate  of  the  proportion 
of  babies  protected  in  this  way  can  be  made  by  considering  again  the  179 
babies  born  during  1962.  Of  these,  9  received  oral  vaccine  in  1962  and  83 
in  1963,  giving  a  total  of  92,  or  51%. 

Only  26  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  performed  in  the 
district  during  1963  and  it  would  appear  that  considerable  ground  is  being 
lost  in  providing  the  community  with  a  high  level  of  protection  against  this 
dangerous  disease,  the  possibility  of  the  entry  of  which  into  this  country 
from  time  to  time  cannot  be  ignored,  as  comparatively  recent  events  clearly 
demonstrated. 

Several  old  people  living  alone  were  seen  during  the  year  where  the 
possibility  of  action  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accom¬ 
modation  under  the  provisions  of  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  had  to  be  considered,  but  in  each  case  where  removal  was  necessary 
this  was  achieved  on  an  informal  basis  without  recourse  to  the  legal  powers. 


2 


I  would  like  to  conclude  these  introductory  remarks  by  expressing  my 
thanks  to  all  members  of  the  District  Council  staff  for  their  helpfulness  on 
numerous  occasions,  to  my  Clerical  Assistant,  Miss  G.  M.  Boswell,  more 
especially  for  the  attention  she  has  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  this  Report, 
and  to  my  colleague,  Dr.  F.  J.  G.  Lishman,  who  has  kindly  acted  as  my 
deputy  whenever  it  has  been  necessary  for  me  to  be  away  from  the  district. 

I  am,  Aly  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  I.  Lockett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1964. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


H.  I.  Lockett,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  K.  F.  Hudson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  S.  J.  Orrigan,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Rodent  Officer 


M.  W.  Welch 


Clerk  (M.O.H.  Office) 
Clerk  (R.D.C.  Office) 


Miss  G.  M.  Boswell 


Miss  M.  Milsom 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Borough 
of  Marlborough  and  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  Amesbury  and  Pewsey. 
These  combined  districts  have  a  population  of  62,440  and  an  area  of 
235,289  acres.  They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee,  the  East  Wiltshire 
United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee,  to  deal  with  all 
matters  relating  to  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical 
Officer  also  performs  duties  for  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the 
National  Health  Service,  Education  and  Mental  Health  Acts. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94,510 

Number  of  parishes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  ...  10,160 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  ...  ...  ...  3,389 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  ...  618 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £212,836 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £870 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

T  otal 

Live  Births 

95 

110 

205 

Legitimate 

89 

105 

194 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Still  Births 

1 

2 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

4 

2 

6 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

65 

45 

110 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

20.2 

22.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

10.8 

10.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

14.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

29.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

38.5 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

nil 

Comparisons,  1963 


live  births 


Marlborough 

Wiltshire 

England 

&  Ramsbury  R.D. 

County 

and  Wales 

22.2 

20.21 

18.2 

10.7 

r\ 

11.5 

12.2 

3 

29.3 

20.75 

20.9 

5 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

15 

1 

25 

7 

3 

7 

7 

2 

1 

3 

11 

1 

3 

110 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1963 


Cause  of  Death 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  . . . 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

lung,  bronchus 
breast 
uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Totals 


Male  Female 


1 


2 

1 

10 

10 

13 

5 

2 

5 

5 


1 


2 

6 

1 

1 


1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

12 

2 

1 

2 

2 


1 

1 


1 

5 

2 


65  45 


6 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963,  Classified  in  Age  Groups 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1963 

(By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer) 


(1)  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960| 

1959 

1954-58 

1949-53 

Primary  immunisations 
completed  during 

1963 

Diph. 

61 

88 

5 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Wh/c. 

59 

86 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tet. 

61 

85 

5 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 
1963 

Diph. 

— 

6 

39 

10 

1 

87 

1 

Wh/c. 

— 

2 

19 

5 

— 

7 

1 

Tet. 

— 

5 

33 

8 

— 

61 

1 

(2)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  + 

Vaccinations 

2 

2 

1 

7 

9 

2 

— 

3 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

21 

(3)  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


Age  Group 

2nd  inj. 

3rd  inj. 

4th  inj. 

3  oral  doses 

3rd  oral  after 

2  injs. 

4th  oral  after 

2  injs.  plus  1 
oral  dose 

4th  oral  after 

3  injs.  or  3  oral 

Children  born  in  1963 

23 

_ 

Children  bom  in  1962 

— 

3 

— 

83 

— 

— 

— 

Children  born  in  1961 

— 

2 

— 

28 

2 

10 

— 

Children  and  young 
persons  born  1943-60 

5 

1 

42 

3 

47 

191 

Young  persons  born 
1933-42 

12 

_ 

2 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

10 

1 

204 

5 

57 

193 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1963 


Council  Offices, 

47  London  Road, 
Marlborough. 

Telephone  326. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
My  Lord ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I  wish  to  express  thanks  to  my  staff  for  the  co-operation  received  in 
carrying  out  the  many  variable  duties  involved. 

I  should  also  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  received  from 
Dr.  Lockett,  Mr.  A.  G.  Hunt  and  all  members  of  the  Council’s  staff. 


I  am,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Kenneth  F.  Hudson, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


General 

During  1963,  84  new  houses  were  occupied  and  73  were  for  private 
ownership  and  eleven  Council  dwellings  of  which  2  were  for  slum  clearance. 
The  majority  of  the  houses  were  built  in  Aldbourne  and  Baydon  but  the 
rest  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  in  the  other  parishes. 

The  modernisation  of  the  pre-war  Council  houses  continues  and  these 
amenities  are  appreciated  by  the  tenants. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  is  173. 
This  figure  is  higher  than  usual  but  few  of  the  applicants  are  without  a 
separate  dwelling  of  their  own.  Their  wish  is  to  obtain  a  dwelling  with  all 
modern  amenities. 

Slum  Clearance 

One  Demolition  Order  was  made  during  the  year  and  two  houses  on 
which  there  were  Orders  have  been  demolished. 

Housing  Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  Grants,  both  Discretionary  and  Standard,  continue  to  be 
made  by  the  Council,  but  the  number  of  applications  is  not  as  great  as  before. 

Sixteen  Discretionary  Grants  and  fourteen  Standard  Grants  were  issued 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Survey 

The  general  survey  of  the  houses  in  the  district  is  still  being  made 
parish  by  parish.  A  general  improvement  in  the  state  of  repair  and  the 
provision  of  amenities  is  noticed  since  the  last  survey. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Swindon  Corporation  is  now  the  water  undertaking  for  this  area. 

There  is  ample  water  available  from  the  six  public  water  supplies  as 
follows: — 

Avebury  Supply 

The  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  parishes  of  Preshute,  Fyfield,  West 
Overton,  East  Kennett,  Avebury,  Winterbourne  Monkton,  Berwick  Bassett, 
Winterbourne  Bassett  and  Broad  Hinton.  The  pumping  station  is  situated 
at  Clatford  and  pumps  the  water  from  the  lower  chalk  150  feet  deep  to  a 
reservoir  on  Totterdown.  There  is  also  a  balancing  tank  erected  at  Broad 
Hinton.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station. 
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Baydon  Supply 

This  supplies  the  parish  of  Baydon  and  the  water  is  obtained  from 
Berkshire.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station  and  pumped 
to  a  tower  in  Baydon.  Practically  the  whole  parish  is  connected  to  the 
supply. 

Bedwyn  Supply 

This  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  villages  of  Chisbury,  Great  Bedwyn, 
Ham,  Shalbourne,  Wilton  and  Grafton.  It  also  supplies  a  farm  and  several 
cottages  at  St.  Katharine’s  in  the  Pewsey  Rural  District. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  boreholes  at  Little  Bedwyn  to  two  reservoirs, 
one  at  Chisbury  and  the  other  at  Shalbourne.  The  water  is  taken  from  the 
lower  chalk  and  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station. 

Ogbourne  Supply 

The  water  for  this  supply  is  obtained  at  Whitefield,  Ogbourne  St. 
George.  The  water  is  boosted  to  a  reservoir  on  the  downs  and  gravitates  to 
the  two  parishes  of  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew  and  Ogbourne  St.  George  and 
to  the  Military  Camp.  The  majority  of  the  properties  in  both  parishes  are 
connected  to  the  mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  Whitefield. 

Ramsbury  Supply 

This  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  parishes  of  Aldbourne,  Chilton  Foliat, 
Froxfield,  Mildenhall  and  Ramsbury.  The  water  is  pumped  from  the  green¬ 
sand  at  Ramsbury  to  a  reservoir  north  of  the  village  and  is  chlorinated  at 
the  pumping  station. 

Savernake  Supply 

This  water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Borough  of  Marlborough  supply. 
The  main  runs  from  the  top  of  Postern  Hill  through  the  front  of  Savernake 
Forest  to  Iron  Gates  and  supplies  Savernake  Hospital,  two  farms  and 
several  cottages.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station. 
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Water  Samples 

Samples  for  examination  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  various 
points  on  each  of  the  supplies.  No  samples  were  taken  of  the  raw  supplies 
before  they  were  chlorinated. 


Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Slightly 

U  nsatis- 
factory 

No.  of 
Samples 
Not 

Satisfactory 

Avebury 

13 

13 

-  - 

— 

Baydon  . 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Bedwyn  . 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Ogboume  . 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Ramsbury  . 

15 

15 

— 

— 

Savemake  . 

14 

14 

— 

— 

Total 

81 

81 

— 

— 

Six  of  the  samples,  one  from  each  supply,  were  for  chemical  analysis  and 
were  all  satisfactory. 

The  water  in  this  area  is  all  from  chalk  or  greensand  so  there  is  little  risk 
of  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the 
district. 


Parishes 

Direct  to  Houses 

Houses  Population 

Aldboume 

357 

1,071 

Avebury 

128 

384 

Baydon 

96 

288 

Berwick  Bassett 

9 

27 

Broad  Hinton  ... 

65 

195 

Chilton  Foliat 

85 

255 

East  Kennett . 

8 

24 

Froxfield  ...  ...  . 

60 

180 

Fyfield 

25 

75 

Grafton  . 

79 

237 

Great  Bedwyn 

252 

756 

Ham  ... 

21 

63 

Little  Bedwyn 

36 

108 

Mildenhall  . 

85 

255 

Ogboume  St.  Andrew 

65 

195 

Ogboume  St.  George  ... 

92 

276 

Preshute 

2 

6 

Ramsbury 

410 

1,230 

Savernake 

5 

15 

Shalboume 

111 

333 

West  Overton  ...  . 

124 

372 

Winterbourne  Bassett 

37 

111 

Winterbourne  Monkton 

31 

93 

Totals 

2,183 

6,549 

Apart  from  the  public  supplies  there  are  several  private  piped  supplies 
which  are  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Ramsbury,  Aldbourne  and  Great  Bedwyn  all  have  sewerage  systems. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  1963  on  the  schemes  for  the  villages 
of  Baydon,  Chilton  Foliat,  Froxfield,  Grafton  and  Shalboume.  The  comple¬ 
tion  of  this  work  should  be  made  by  June,  1964. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  are  designing  schemes  for  the  villages  of 
Avebury,  Broad  Hinton,  Lockeridge  and  West  Overton.  It  is  hoped  to 
commence  this  work  towards  the  end  of  1964. 

It  has  been  agreed  in  principle  to  provide  sewerage  apart  from  the  above 
places  to  the  villages  of  Mildenhall,  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew  and  Ogbourne 
St.  George. 

In  addition  to  this,  Housing  Manual  Schemes  have  been  provided  for 
groups  of  Council  houses,  where  no  public  sewers  are  available. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 

Household  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  from  all  parishes  and  is  at 
present  disposed  of  at  Knowle  Refuse  Tip.  During  the  year  a  second  refuse 
tip  was  started  for  the  use  of  Aldbourne  and  Ramsbury.  This  helped  reduce 
the  load  and  saved  time. 


Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse.  The  following  table  shows 
the  quantity  collected  and  sold  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1962. 


T. 

1962 

Weight 

C.  Q.  lb. 

Value 
£  s. 

d. 

Weight 
T.  C.  Q. 

1963 

lb. 

Value 
£  s. 

d. 

Paper 

79 

18  3  14 

486 

11 

0 

101 

16  1 

21 

663 

17 

7 

Rags 

1 

5  1  21 

12 

18 

11 

1 

2  2 

4 

18 

15 

3 

Scrap  Iron 

12 

4  0  22 

30 

4 

10 

8 

17  3 

24 

10 

3 

2 

Totals  ... 

93 

8  2  1 

529 

14 

9 

111 

16  3 

21 

692 

16 

0 
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DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 


Regular  inspections  of  the  district  was  again  the  feature  of  rats  and  mice 
destruction.  As  before  the  destruction  was  by  means  of  Warfarin  and  no 
troubles  were  experienced. 


The  types  of  visits  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Local 

Authori¬ 

ties 

Private 

Properties 

Farms 

Business 

Properties 

Total 

No.  of  inspections 
made 

66 

1,420 

303 

125 

1,914 

No.  of  properties 
inspected 

17 

1,383 

291 

117 

1,808 

No.  of  properties 
infested  by  rats 

7 

260 

66 

11 

344 

No.  of  properties 
infested  by  mice 

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

No.  of  Treatments 

26 

291 

78 

161 

411 

Total  No.  of  visits  made  under  the 

Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  ...  2,861 


FOOD 


Food  Premises 

Type  of  Business 

Bakehouses  . . . 

Butchers 

Cafes 

Caterers  (Licensed) 

Confectioners 

Fishmonger  ... 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 

Public  Houses 

Others 


6 

5 

6 
4 
6 
1 
2 

41 

27 

3 


101 


The  above  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  at  31st 
December,  1963,  and  as  can  be  seen,  very  few  changes  have  taken  place. 
The  exceptions  are  that  one  bakehouse  which  closed  during  1962  re-opened 
during  the  year  with  a  different  occupier  and  some  minor  repairs  and  re¬ 
decorating  was  requested.  This  was  not  quite  completed  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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One  grocer  closed  in  East  Grafton  and  a  greengrocer  in  Ramsbury 
increased  trade  and  is  now  a  general  store. 

A  greengrocery  business  was  established,  this  is  a  travelling  shop,  trading 
mainly  in  the  adjoining  Berkshire  villages  but  is  based  at  Little  Bedwyn. 

Almost  all  the  shops  now  deal  in  pre-packed  frozen  foods  and  quite  often 
the  cabinets  appear  to  be  overloaded,  but  this  is  possibly  due  to  the  whole¬ 
salers’  high-pressure  salesmanship  in  offering  reduced  terms  if  larger  quanti¬ 
ties  are  taken.  Providing  stocks  are  sold  in  rotation  and  stored  in  the 
cabinet  below  the  “  loading  line  ”  there  is  no  risk  of  spoilage,  etc.  All  traders 
observe  this  practice  and  therefore  cause  us  no  concern. 

The  hygienic  standards  in  all  the  shops  continues  to  improve  and  co¬ 
operation  between  the  traders  and  the  Public  Health  Department  remains 
very  good. 

Registered  Premises 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  37 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  ...  7 


Inspection  of  Premises 

No  of  visits  to: — 

(a)  Bakehouses  ...  ...  17 

(b)  Butchers’  Shops  ...  17 

(c)  Cafes,  etc.  ...  ...  30 

(d)  Other  Food  Premises  ...  102 


Inspection  of  Food 

Condemned  Food 

30  lbs.  Forequarter  Beef;  15  lbs.  Pigs  livers — decomposition. 

Milk  Sampling 

No.  of  Dealers’  pre-packed  licences  issued  under  the  Milk  and 

Dairies  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  ...  10 

Registration  and  issue  of  other  licences  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  or  the  County  Council. 

Two  licence  holders  ceased  to  operate  in  March,  1963,  and  a  Dealers’ 
Licence  was  issued  to  the  dealer  who  continued  their  delivery  rounds  in 
Aldboume. 

One  other  Dealer’s  Licence  was  issued  to  an  established  shopkeeper  for 
the  sale  of  designated  milk. 
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Sampling 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  routine  samples  taken  during 
the  year.  Adverse  weather  conditions  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  curtailed 
sampling  for  a  time  and  to  some  extent  accounts  for  the  numbers  being 
lower  than  anticipated: — 


Standard.  Test 

Biological 

Tubercle  bacillus  Brucella  abortus 

Satis¬ 

factory 

U  nsatis- 
f actor y 

Satis¬ 

factory 

U  n  satis¬ 
factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

U  nsatis- 
factory 

Designated  Raw 

62 

3 

38 

38 

- 

Pasteurised/ 

Sterilised 

134 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

196 

5 

38 

— 

38 

— 

All  the  unsatisfactory  samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and 
subsequent  samples  taken  immediately  afterwards  all  proved  satisfactory. 


Samples  are  taken  monthly  from  dealers  who  obtain  their  supplies  from 
producers  outside  Wiltshire  or  who  sell  raw  T.T.  milk.  Quarterly  samples 
are  taken  from  all  the  other  dealers. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare)  Provisions  Act,  1956  ...  — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cafes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Council  House  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957  ...  ...  — 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  339 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Housing  and  Housing  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  1,266 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

New  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Rats  and  Mice — Inspections  and  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  2,302 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 


5,325 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1963  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

32 

49 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises) 

Total 

34 

50 

— 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found:  one. 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  133  and  134) 
NIL  RETURN 
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